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Vo!: 30 No. 2 - May 2OL4

Notice of
Annual General Meeting

The Executive Committee extends to all members of the Association
a warm invitation to the 57th Annual General Meeting to be held at:

THE CHURCH INSTITUTE, HIGH STREET, BANSTEAD,

on WEDNESDAY 28th May, at 8.00 pm.

AGENDA

1. Welcome by Chairman.

2. Minutes of the 66th Annual General Meeting will not be read, but a summary will be
distributed to members at the meeting;

3. Presentation by Kevin Hurley, Commissioner for Police and Crime, Surrey;

4. Chairman's report;

5. Presentation of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2OL4- printed on the
back page of this NewsSheet;

6. Revised constitution;

7. Election of Officers, Executive Committee and Auditor for the year 2OL4|2OL5;

8. Welcome to our local Councillors followed by Open Forum debate of issues that
Residents wish to raise;

9. Any other business.

Please bring this invitation with you to the meeting.
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Chairman's lntroduction
You will have noticed the Agenda for our AGM on the front cover of this NewsSheet; the date and timing is

shown and I urge you to come to it if you possibly can, as we need a good representation of our residents'views.
Our guest speaker will be the Police and Crime Commissioner, Kevin Hurley, who has been in post for a year and
should therefore be in a position to give you his strategy for improving and developing police services to the
county. This is your chance to question him.

Key issues affecting the village remain as always the Council's core strategy and other planning matters, the
NHS and Longcroft Clinic, the management of the village centre and traffic matters.

Plonning. The two main issues in the planning field are the Core Strategy and the application just received for
a cemetery off Croydon Lane. ln spite of perturbation by the government at the eleventh hour over R&BBC's need

to use part of the Green Belt to meet its housing targets, we believe the Council should go ahead with the Core

Strategy established after years of negotiation with the Planning lnspector - we desperately need the Core

Strategy to be put in place and implemented. The application for a Cemetery was resisted as we believe it is not
appropriate for several good planning reasons.

NHS. lt is around a year since the commissioning of secondary care (from hospitals, mainly) became the
responsibility of GP practices. We believe that this new government initiative is working pretty well. I suppose
that the key question is whether you have seen any real change in the way you as patients obtain such services,

and we hope that the change in procurement practice is invisible - you should be getting at least as good a

service as under the (old) Primary Care Trust regime. lf not, please let the Patient Participation Group know; it is

their function to provide a communication route between patients and the Longcroft Clinic. The changes at the
Longcroft are described in detail in the article below by Catalina-Vassallo Bonner.

Village Council. At last year's AGM we were asked from the floor of the meeting to pursue the possibility of
setting up a Village Council as a third tier of local government. Our sub-committee set up for this purpose has

been talking to local interested parties and the search is still on to find a group to mastermind the next stages.

Richard Heath's update is later in this NewsSheet.
Constitution We have been reviewing our constitution and have made minor changes. These can be reviewed

on our Website, which is now up and running and can be found at: bansteadbvra.org.uk; we shall be asking for
approval of the revised constitution at this year's AGM. There are few material differences but we had to alter
the Chalrman's term of office from five to ten years, largely because I have been in post since 2006. I shall
therefore be looking for someone to take over from me by May 20L5. lt has been a privilege to work for the
residents of Banstead Village and I can warmly recommend it to my successor as a rewarding activity. Thank you
all for your support over the last nine years.
Roger Collins (o1737l, 3s8384

NHS

Longcroft clinic
Most members of BVRA will remember that four

or five years ago Dr Nathan and two of his partners
were the Guest Speakers at our AGM. One of the
things they were most concerned about was the
need to find new and larger premises for the
Longcroft Clinic, preferably in the Horseshoe. BVRA

helped as much as it could by organising a petition,
talking to our MP and trying to persuade the Surrey
Health Authority that a new and larger clinic was
necessary for the health and well-being of the
people of Banstead.

As we all know nothing happened but Roger

Collins and I were then invited to join the Patient
Group attached to the Mid Surrey group of practices

to which the Longcroft belonged. Two to three years

ago the Longcroft moved from Mid Surrey to
Medlinc and set up its own Patient Participation
Group (PPG) under the guidance of Dr Johnson.
Meetings happened two or three times a year on an
ad hoc basis. With the changes to Primary Care by

the creation of Clinical Care Commissioning Groups
(CCCG) - made up of groups of medical practices in
an area - last April, the Longcroft PPG moved into
another phase. We are still part of it, but now we
have bi-monthly meetings, a lay chairman and a

constitution. We have a small amount of funding
from the Longcroft and are privileged to be allowed
to share some of what goes on in the world beyond
the waiting room and consulting rooms. Dr Johnson
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still attends to update us on some of what is

happenlng but we also meet other partners and the
practice secretary who brief us on what is

happening.
l'm sure you have been into the clinic website

and perhaps ordered repeat prescriptions on line, or
filled in the latest survey and I am very sure that
those of you who have had a recent doctor's
appointment have encountered the Touch Screen

check-in. This has proved valuable to the duty
receptionists who are very busy dealing with
telephone appointment booki ng.

Following the successful talk on High Blood
Pressure before Christmas further talks are in the
pipeline and details will be published on the
Longcroft website, the BVRA website and in the
village. We hope you willfind the subjects of use.

consulted review. This position was accepted by the
lnspector. Mr Bowles intervention does not appear
to change things.

So, at present the CS is not adopted, and we
await the council's decision (currently scheduled for
the Executive to consider on 19 June and full Council
on 24 July) as to whether to reopen the whole
process. lf it does this it will have to go through a

major public consultation process, taking at least 18

to 24 months and costing a considerable amount of
local taxpayers' money. lf this route is followed we
have no idea as to the outcome, which would, of
course, have to take account of government policy

on housing numbers - whatever that may be at the
timel And in the meantime, the protection that the
adopted CS would give against predatory
development proposals in the green belt is not as

strong as it would be with the CS adopted.
Other matters:
1. Gatwick Airport

You may already have seen it reported in the
press that Gatwick Airport has launched its public
consultation on proposals for a 3.4 km second
runway - which is open until May 16th (for details see

the information at:

www. gatwicka i rport.com/consultation ).

Option 1 is a new runway 585m south of the
existing runway, Option 2 would be 1,045m to the
south, and Option 3 is also 1,045m to the south, but
with the two runways being used independently.

Under Options L or 2, one runway would be used

for landings and the other for take-offs. Under
Options 2 or 3, a new terminal would also be built
between the runways.
Gatwick has established Option 3 as the preferred
first choice.

The overall effect would, of course, be to
substantially increase jobs, traffic and flight capacity.
2. Proposed new cemetery

I am sure you will have already become aware of
the planning application to change the use of 27

acres of land between Croydon Lane and Hengist
farm (in Woodmansterne Lane) to a cemetery -
indeed local objectors have probably already
dropped their leaflet through your door! Our
concern is that the scale of building proposed, and

likely ievel of use implied in the supporting details
would be quite out of keeping with the local area,

would adversely impact on the openness of the
green belt at one of its narrowest points around
London, would result in unacceptable traffic

Catalina Vassallo-Bonner

PLANNING

Policy

(01737l,3s7882

ln the last NewsSheet we anticipated that the
council would by now have adopted the Core

Strategy (CS) document as its strategic planning
policies. Nick Bowles, the Minister in overall control
of planning policy, wrote to the Planning
lnspectorate complaining about the lnspector's
decision letter. lt appears, however, that his

concern was more to do with the references to how
the review of green belt boundaries came about
than the need for the review itself. At about the
same time our MP, Crispin Blunt, made an

impassioned appeal for the council to reconsider the
whole approach concerning review of green belt
boundaries. Consideration of the CS was therefore
deferred.

We, like our MP, objected to any review of green

belt at the various Examinations in Public (EiP). The

council, however, decided that it would be unlikely
to secure an lnspector's positive decision without
acknowledging the need to undertake such a review
in view of the government's policy regarding
accelerating the number of houses to be built. At
the last EiP the council identified a program of land
release that could meet a house building target that
was broadly in line with the last few years. This

seemed to us to be a pragmatic compromise as it
does not necessitate release of green belt land
unless new build numbers were not achieved - and

then only in later years and after a review of areas

that might be acceptable for release after a publicly
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congestion on Croydon Lane, and would turn a quiet
agricultural area into a heavily used facility more
akin to a commercial garden centre in appearance
and levelof activity.

We (and hundreds of others) have objected to
this - our response is on our website.

Just as we go to print we hove heard that the
APPLICATION IS NOW WITHDRAWN.
3. Old Walcountians sports ground

Although this is not in our Ward, we will be
following with concern any progress that may be
made in connection with the proposals for a new
comprehensive school on this green belt site. This
does not appear to be a Surrey County Council
proposal, and although Sutton and Croydon have
identified a need for extra secondary school places

we do not believe that this is an acceptable proposal
in the green belt.
4. Banstead Fire Station

Following our criticisms of the recent flawed
"consultation" on the siting of this new station we
submitted a series of questions to Surrey County
Council's Cabinet meeting on 25th February. The
questions and their (rather vague) answers can be
seen on our website (shown on the title page of this
NewsSheet). SCC decided to instruct "the lnterim
Strotegic Director for Adult Social Core, in
consultation with the Cobinet Member for
Community Services, to assess the options to
relocate the second fire engine from Epsom and to
identify on ovoilable locotion which meets the
requirements identified in this report".

We are underwhelmed by their response. We do,
however, believe that the Fire Service have been
looking at alternative sites - unfortunately without
success. Although we understand that a plot within
the Ambulance service properties off The Horseshoe
(ie the one we favour) is their preferred location
(especially in view of its potential for direct access to
the 4217), this appears unachievable before the
closure of the Purley station later this year.
Consequently it seems they are still looking to use

the Police Station site in Banstead High Street for the
short term (probably about 2 yearsl). We believe
this is inconsistent with the Borough council's
planning intentions for the village centre, so it will be
interesting to see if Surrey over-rides them. We
hope to know the answer by the time of the next
Newssheet.
Mike Sawyer

INFRASTRUCTURE

I have just completed my annual survey of the
public roads in Banstead. I started this in 2006 so

have a good idea as to how their state has changed
over the years.

My classification as OK or Good 8 years ago may
have changed over the years, but in 2006 I rated 40
out of 86 as OK or better. OK might include patches
and Good would be more or less without blemish.
The tally is exactly the same in 2014. This hides the
fact that L8 classed as OK or better have got worse
and a similar number has been either resurfaced or
at least had the pot holes mended.

However back in 2006 no roads were being
resurfaced. ln the last 2 or 3 years we have had the
High Street, Pound Road, Buff Avenue, Chipstead
Road, Lambert Road, Longcroft Avenue, Wilmot Way
(again), Bolters Lane (part only), Croydon Lane,

Garden Close, Grange Meadow, Great Ellshams,
Heath Close, Mellow Close, South Drive, and
Barnfield. I do not include The Horseshoe as this is

actually a private road.
The comments on some roads are interesting. For

instance, Pound Road was classed as fairly good in
2005. The next year it was poor with the odd pot
hole and by April 2013 it was classed as "truly
awful". lt is now Al-.

My list of the worst 8 as of this April is as follows-
Fairlawn Grove, North Acre (but this was poor 8
years ago), Oakley Gardens, Glenfield Road,
Thornfield Road, Avenue Road (it was awful in 2006
so no change there), Woodmansterne Lane (more on
this below) and top of the list Croydon Lane South.
Most of you will not know this road, but I don't
advise going there at the moment.

De Burgh Park was top of the list last time. lt is

now more patch than road.
Now what has concerned the Committee recently

has been the shoddy work carried out on
Woodmansterne Lane especially and also on Holly
Lane. Woodmansterne Lane was in a poor state
before work was carried out. Being narrow, traffic
had worn grooves in both lanes and these channels
acted as drainage. There were also numerous
depressions following road works and quite a few
pot holes. The preparatory work prior to resurfacing
was almost non-existent. The layer of tar and
chippings was put down on a very poor base. The
current state is that most of the chippings are now
either in the gutter or on the pavement exposing the
tar underneath. This is especially notlceable on the
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many bends. The tar takes on a gloss and you know
what will happen in hot weather. These comments
are also valid for Holly Lane, but there was
preparatory work.

Surrey C C is fully aware of the situation and
hopefully will get the contractor to come back and
do a proper job very soon.

It has to be reported that the recent gulley work
in Garratts Lane has, for once, had the desired
effect; it is to be hoped that similar success will
result for Woodmansterne Lane residents and users
by dealing with the flooding near the Longcroft
clin ic.
David Gradidge (01737 3s3981)

VILLAGE COUNClL

Following a surge of interest around the North
part of the Reigate Borough last year in exploring
possibilities for some form of Localism to take shape
as Village or Parish Councils, there have been a

number of small scale discussions and a little
progress in one area.

We, in Banstead, did not find an outpouring of
interest as people were largely happy with the status
quo. However we are planning to look at this further
shortly and I wonder whether the proposals to build
a Secondary school at Walcountians and the fear of a

cemetery in Croydon Lane (now withdrawn) may
have the impact that Tesco had on Bookham when
they announced plans to build in their village. (ln
Bookham this produced a sudden interest in
preserving what they had and has led to the growth
of the Bookham Vanguard, one of the first
Neighbourhood Organisations to be produced
following recent legislation to encourage Localism).

Seeing more than 150 people turn out to each
of 2 meetings about these two local proposals in the
same week suggests that the local population does
care about this area. Let us see how much effort will
be offered to support this.

lf you would like to be involved in looking at how
we might take more control in a coordinated way of
our environs please drop me an e-mail on
richardheath@ntlworld.com or come to the AGM.
Richard Heath (01737 212333)

BVRA

ln our last NewsSheet David Gradidge wrote
about the 1955 AGM, which leads very neatly into
our up-coming archive for the Website. Over the

next year we hope to put our old AGM and
Chairman's reports and Newssheets onto the
website for all to see.

The origins of our Association lie in at least the
1-940s when there was an Association in Banstead
called, quite simply, the North East Ward
Association. That was certainly around in 1945 as at
its AGM a decision was made to carry out an

association restructuring. This hadn't happened by
the 1-946 AGM, or by the L947 one. Fed up, the
existing Executive Committee called a Special
General Meeting on June 3'd 1947 to discuss the
situation. The group voted to dissolve the North East

Ward Association and formed a new association -

Banstead (N.E. Ward) Ratepayers' Association - and
also decided to "seek federation with all other
similar and kindred organisation in the Banstead

Urban District."
This, the first of over sixty five AGMs/Special

Meetings, was perhaps one of the more exciting
ones. Clause 7 agreed to nominate and support
candidates for Local Government Election. As far as I

can see there was only ever one Residents'
Association candidate, lan Maxwell-Stewart, who
became councillor for Banstead, as the result of a

by-election in November 1.961..

Name changing became the order of the day over
the years. ln 1-959 there was an agreement to
change the name of the Association to Banstead
Village (NE WARD) Residents Association and new
rules were drawn up and adopted and in 1968 the
name was changed again, this time to Banstead
Village Residents' Association. By about this time
the Association had become apolitical.

AGMs highlighted problems: refuse collection,
once a fortnight for Banstead rather than once a

week in many neighbouring boroughs, highway
problems, Banstead Downs, the local Railway,
housing, car parks, bus shelters and so on. ln fact, a

lot of the things we take for granted in today's
village are there thanks to the efforts of earlier
committees.

There was a fairly regular turnover of Chairmen
until Peter McClaren took over and held office for
about twenty five years. During this time the
membership more than doubled and he and his
committee were assiduous in their efforts to keep
Banstead as the pleasant village we all treasure.
Catalina Vassallo-Bonner (01737) 3s7882
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POLICE MATTERS

Recent reports include a number of matters

including burglaries, thefts of and from vehicles, and

shop lifting. ln the latter case a prolific female

shoplifter, working as part of a group targeting the

High Street, was stopped by a newly appointed

security guard in Boots, and then was swiftly

detained. This job also led to the detection of

another female working alongside the detainee who

was also subsequently arrested. An improved

Shopwatch scheme is now in operation, and will

hopefully help as apparently 90% of criminals came

into Banstead from outside our area'

Other pointers reported included two instances

of indecent exposure in March by a male who

indecently exposed himself to pupils of the Beacon

School whilst on their journey home between l-6:14

and 16:45, thefts of number plates, thefts of and

from handbags, fake English and Scottish notes.

lntruders are looking for gold as they go through

people's houses and are sending it off immediately

for conversion to cash.

More details of these and other police local

advice can be found on our website, which will be

updated regularlY.
Beat Panel Meeting

The next Beat Panel Meeting will be held on May

14th at Banstead Youth Centre at 7pm

Safer Neighbourhood Team UPdate:

Your local policing team consists of
NSOs (Neighbourhood Support Officers) - PC Carmen

Lambert-singer 3519 and PC Christine Turton 40639;

PCSOs (Police Community Support Officers) - PCSO

Laura Green 15009 and PCSO Laura Woods 14850,

and Sergeant James Green is joining from Tandridge.
Catalina Vassallo-Bonner (01737) 357882

SURREY LAW ENFORCEMENT

The final stages of agreement are close (and may

even be in place by the time of this AGM) for

creating a new Joint Enforcement Team in Reigate

and Banstead to tackle antisocial behaviour issues

that concern our community. The combined team of
police and council officers will work more closely

together to provide a quicker, more visible and more

robust response to those causing persistent

nuisance, intended to make it easier to deal with a

wide range of anti-social and enforcement problems

in Reigate and Banstead.

The team is made up of Police Officers from the

Reigate & Banstead Safer Neighbourhood Team and

staff from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council who

already have enforcement powers, including

Borough Community Officers, Environmental Health

Officers, Civil Enforcement Officers (Traffic Wardens)

and Planning Enforcement Officers. Together, they

will use shared legal powers and different

approaches to enforcement to more effectively deal

with problems and improve the public's sense of

safety,
The Joint Enforcement Team will tackle:

abandoned vehicles; anti-social behaviour; beggars;

blue badge enforcement; cycling offences;

dangerous dogs; dog fouling; fly posting & graffiti;

fly tipping & litter; highway obstruction; sale of

alcohol; scrap metal; street drinkers; street trading;

unlawful occupation; unlicensed skips; untaxed

vehicles; notices to clear waste on land; taxi

licensing; targeted work.
How to report a problem? Online: www.reigate-

banstead.gov.uk/report Phone: 01737 276300. ln an

emergency, always dial 999.
Mike Sawyer (01737 3ss4s4)

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

We have been asked to publicise the following:

U3A open meetings:
Thursday 26th June at 2.30 in the Riddel Hall,

Walton on the Hill, by Jan King:'Sudon: its loys ond

Sorrows'
Wednesday 16th July at 2.30 in Banstead

Community Hall, UjA Open House, do come ond find
out obout your locol U34.

lf you need more information please contact:
gandjross@talktalk.net

RoyalBritish Legion

Community day and Cricket Match: Royal British

Legion v Banstead Cricket Club 10th August 2014'

There will be a beer tent, Farmers Market, stalls,

Cadets Band, Brolly Ladies, Chelsea Pensioners and

live music in the evening.
More details from BVRA website and locally as

they emerge.
Banstead History Centre

The Centre is still anxious to receive information

regarding the war memorials and monuments for
WW1. lf anyone has any information about relatives

covering the old Banstead UDC would they please

contact banstead.history@ntlworld'com or come
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into the History Centre which is in a dedicated area

of Banstead Library. Volunteer Stewards will be on

hand the l-st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, 2.30 -
4.30 pm and Saturday mornings from 10.00 am - 12

noon.
The area covered is Banstead, Burgh Heath,

Chipstead, Kingswood, Nork, Tadworth, Walton on

the Hill, Woodmansterne. Any help with background
of relatives would be much appreciated;
Banstead and the Great War

The Banstead History Research Group and
Banstead History Centre will present this show at the
Banstead Community Hall, Park Road, at 7.45 pm on

Friday 16th May, marking the centenary of the start
of the 1,91,411,91,8 war and looking at the impact of
the war on the people of Banstead and the
surrounding villages. More details on line from
www.bansteadhistory.com and in the village.
Audrey Carty (ot737l 3sL747

ROAD STEWARDS & MEMBERSHIP

Membership totalled t94O - much the same as

last year. There are some signs that it could increase
this year. The target is 2000 or about 50% of the
households in the Village and surrounding areas.

Some roads and many flats have little or no

membership. The flats, and especially those above
shops, often present a major problem as access is

generally severely restricted.
There are as ever some vacancies for road

stewards, but lhave had considerable success in

recruiting willing volunteers in the past year.
The vacancies are -

The Tracery
The Well House

Beechfield.
lf you can help or know anyone who might be

interested, please contact me:

dgradidge @waitrose.com
David Gradidge (01737l, 3s3981

SPRINGTIME FOR ROAD STEWARDS

O to be a road steward now that April's here.
Wormer days herald not only spring flowers but

also your Receipt Book and the onnual task of sub.

collecting for the year commencing.
"No, it's NOT for last year!"

Confusion obounds; if you ore on eorly bird you
get either "O it's thot time again ond l've got the
money ready for you", or "l've already paid", which
just needs a short explanation!

Of course, if you hove let your receipt book store
ot you all summer ond you set out on dork evenings,
you might be lucky to get the door open ot all as they
are probobly owoy until September!

Eorly or lote it's not an envioble tosk, thouEh to
hove it all done by May does give o feeling of
satisfaction - ond you hove oll summer free !

Pleose hove o heort for your Rood Steword. He or
she is likely to be quite elderly ond orthritic * ond
probobly wishing one of you would take over. tsut
the subscriptions have to be obtained somehow.

The following are typical responses we have
encountered:
"Oh, you've caught me with no money in the house!"
"l'm expecting visitors - con you come back loter?"
(you've probobly been there three times olready!)
"Have you got change for o f20 note?"
"ls it the same ds the Community Associotion?"
"Can you wait while I find the children's money
baxes?"
Your Road Steword is coming - so why not have f2
ready?
Shirley (30 years experience) Conacher lo7737l 3s1210

And, beware the tiny letter boxes with vicious
springs (sometimes anly 6 inches from the ground),

dogs that snatch the NewsSheet out of your fingers,
people who are in but don't come ta the door!

But 95% of people are lovely!
David Gradidge (01737) 353981

And finally, we are saddened to report the recent
death of Edna McLaren. She was an active member
of the Association, through her role in NewsSheet
distribution and her strong support for her (again,

sadly, late) husband Peter who for 25 years or so

built this Association up to its present level. Many
will recall her pointed contributions to our AGMs
over many years. She will be missed.
Mike Sawyer (01737 355454)
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE I2 MONTHS ENDED 3] ST MARCH 20I4

INCOME
Subscriptions & Donotions
Sundry lncome
lnterest received

EXPENDITURE

Production o{ News Sheets

Subscriptions
Printing, postoge & stotionery
Hire of rooms
Web Site

Sundry expenses

Jubilee Bench

Bonsteod Vi lloge Lights

Less Woitrose Token Scheme
Donotion to Moy Foyre

Donotion io Gorton Recreotion Ground
Donotion to Bonsteod Scouts

Excess of lncome over Expenditure

LET THERE BE LIGHT FUND
Bolonce 1" April 2012
Let There be Light

Less Expenditu re

Bolonce tronsferred io lncome & Expenditure A/C

WAITROSE TREE FUND
Cost of Trees
Instollolion
Less Receipt {rom Woitrose

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 3I ST MARCH 2OI 4

NET ASSETS

Treosurer's occount - Lloyds TSB

Cosh in Hond
Debtors net of Creditors

REPRESENTED BY

Generol Fund os oi l"April
Add Surplus {or the period

Surrey CC Works Fund

2013/2014
t

3809
0

_ iBa2

1989
64

134
284

71
'I 20tJ/

I t6t
- 487

100

354
_,___ 3809

tr14J/ -/_

264
- 836

31/03/2014
t
10666

19
-80

l!605

8l 30
354

B4B4
2121

l!605
J.D. G. Grodidge
l6 The Moples
Bonsteod
Hon Treosurer

8

2012/2013
L

385 I
l2

I

-3864

1526
64
20

290

171
?0r

1229

42
r00

-479
__38b4

1575
r 000
257 5
3804

_t24

31/03/2013
e
7902

148
BO

-8,L3!

8609
_479

Br 30
0

_= €130


