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I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and may
I wish you a peaceful and rewarding New Year. Apart
from the incessant rain last Autumn, the Millennium
Year 2000 did not seem any different to the previous
one, but this year we will be'Domeless'.

The work of the Association goes on at the same
inexorable rate. We have witnessed the introduction
of the Local Government Act which is causing an
upheaval within the portals of the Town Hall,
supposedly leading in 2001102 to a more
democratically accountable administration and better
value for money.

I hope those of you who have received a copy of
the November 2000 edition of the Borough News will
take the opportunity of voting for your preferred
option. You may care to add your post code which
will validate your vote. What is not clear to us yet is
how those councillors not included in an lnner Cabinet
will exercise their influence and importantly represent
the views of their constituents in the decision-making
process. We shall have to wait and seel

We have bade farewell to 400 constituents who
have been shipped off to the Woodmansterne,
Chipstead and Hooley ward, courlesy of the Local
Government Electoral Commission. However I am
happy to report large number of those members have
remained steadfastly loyal to B V R A, and we warmly
thank them for their continued support.

Chairman

SAINSBURY'S: TO BE OR NOT TO BE

It's now official. After the long delay in securing
vacant possession of the former Waitrose site whilst
Dillons/the Post Office found alternative
accommodation, Sainsbury's got cold feet following
their changing fortunes in the marketplace. A lot of
work has been put in to the design of the new retail
store at the western end o{ the High Street and, on
balance, the scheme that Iinally emerged was felt by
most people to be beneficial to the village. But it is
not going to happen - instead it's back to the drawing
board.

We understand that Peel lnvestments, the owners
of the site, have tried to interest other major retailers
(such as Tesco and Marks & Spencer), but to no avail.
Peel say that they may still let the existing building to
one of the "low cost" food retailers (Kwiksave or Lidl,
for example).

Once Dillons have finally moved all tlreir belongings
out, Peel will close off the area around and to the
back of the building. This will prevent the dumping o{
cars and mounds of rubbrsh which lrave made that
area unsightly and unhealthy. lt also r-neans that tlre
car park at the back of the building will no lorrger be
available for anybody to use. Peel have said that they
will close this off from 15th January.

So what next. At last Peel lnvestments will lrave
the whole site available for redevelopment. They are
currently working on a scheme which will involve
demolition of the old building and the construction of
a mixed development of retail units fronting the High
Street with residential houses and f lats behind.
Whilst the final plans have yet to be seen, and many
matters such as conformity with the Local Plan, car
parking, traffic and effect on the residents in
Greenhayes Avenue will need careful consideration,
at least moves are being made to reuse what has
become a complete eyesore for the village. BVRA
together with the Banstead Society, the Banstead
traders and our local councillors, have had arr initial
meeting with Peel and another is arranged for mid
January. We anticipate that some detailed drawings
of their proposals will be tabled at that meeting.

Tony Ford

St. Anne's Primary School - traffic
congestion

Residents in Court Road, Courtlands Crescent,
Holly Lane, Home Meadow, Clifton Place and even
Garratts Lane have suffered for many years from the
twice-daily traffic congestion when children are taken
to and collected from St Anne's Sclrool by car.They
have to endue noise, parking acloss entrances,
unsafe parking at corners, illegal parking on tlre
footway, occasional abuse and the risk of injury from
accidents.

Five years ago, when the Diocese applied for the
planning permission to rebuild the school, we urged
the school governors and the Council to make better
provision for those transfers. But the governors said
they could do very little and the Council granted
planning permission without any conditions regarding
traffic congestion, nor did they do anything effective
themselves. However when we tried again recently,
the present Head Teacher and the chairman of the
governors both said they are keen to do anytlring in
their power to alleviate matters.
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At our suggestion the Head teacher has applied to
the Council for permission to issue free 3O-minute
parking permits for the public car park between the
school and the High Street, so that parents (or others
in charge of children) can deliver and collect their
children more easily without driving into those
congested slreets. The school has been issuing
parking permits since 1995 but they are limited to 15
minutes in the mornings and 20 minutes in the
afternoons. When one realises that the round trip
takes an unencumbered adult ten minutes, it is
obvious that a mother with one or two lively,
chattering charges and perhaps a baby in a buggy,
which must be taken out and put back into a car, and
who may need to call into the office to collect or
deliver something or make an inquiry, is going to need
more than 15 or 20 minutes. Which largely explains,
in our view, why only 73 out of 243 families have the
permits at present and only lOo/o on average use
them.

Assuming she will be able to issue the longer
permits, the Head Teacher says she will set about
organising, through her parent-teachers association
(PTA), 'walking buses' between the car park and the
school with parents as the ' conductors'. Walking
buses are reputed to be an important part of the
council's new transport policy, as illustrated in the
November Borough News, but they will be impractical
in this instance without the 30-minute parking
permits.

Our local councillors have indicated their support of
30-minute permits verbally from time to time ever
since we first suggested them in July, but the Council
have not yet granted permission for their issue. We
must hope they will do so soon, to enable the
school's PTA to begin organising the walking buses.

One way of restricting the illegal parking of cars on
the school side of Court Road would be to put up
railings along the footway, but Surrey County
Council's Highways Department have ruled that the
footway is too narrow there. To try and remove that
difficulty the chairman of the governors intends to
approach the freeholder of the land from whom the
school leases its site, to request consent to the
boundary wall being moved back far enough for
railings to be erected. lt will then be up to Surrey
(who are responsible for local roads) to undertake the
work and we understand from a local councillor that
Surrey have a fund for such purposes.

The school has been trying for months to recruit
one or more lollipop people to regulate the tralfic at
the cross roads where Court Road, Holly Lane,
Garratts Lane and Bolters Lane meet, so that children
can be set down and picked up further away from the
school gates, but with no success. At our suggestion
the Head Teacher is now approaching the Banstead
Volunteer Bureau and the Employment Service Job
Centre to try and fill that vacancy.
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With the full cooperation of all concerned, those
measures should produce a great improvement, but
unfortunately, as we all know, in any large group of
people there are almost bound to be some who will
break the rules - in this case the law - if they can get
away with it. The e{forts of the school, the parents
and the borough and county councils could be largely
nullified if drivers continue to park their cars illegally.
There has to be an effective deterrent which can be
invoked in such cases as a last resort.

Many people assume that the police can and should
provide that deterrent, but there are severe practical
difficulties. A few years ago the Met explained that,
in their view, 'Parking offences are more the preserve
of traffic wardens and in many local authorities
legislation has enabled this aspect of traffic work to
go over to the local authority' and Surrey police
appear to be of the same mind. We understand our
Borough Council are willing to take that on and are
negotiating with Surrey County Council on the timing
but that Surrey are dragging their feet. Without trying
to iudge that issue, we feel sure the two councils
could sort it out between them if they are seriously
resolved to do so.

ln our view, provided the school match their actions
to their words, there is not much more they can be
expected to do. Members who are seriously affected
by the twice-daily traffic congestion or who
sympathise with friends who are may care to write to
any of our local councillors at theTown Hall, Reigate
or County Hall, Kingston to express their views. You
can save a stamp by handing in you letter at the Help
Shop in the Horseshoe, but it would help us if you let
me know what you have written. We shall be
reporting progress on this project in our April
NewsSheet.

David Rudd

Court Road And Avenue Road

Some years ago, BVRA persuaded the local
authority that traffic conditions on Court Road and
Avenue road were sufficiently bad that measures
should be taken to reduce traffic speeds and to make
the route less attractive as a "rat run". Since tl-ren the
Council's "shopping list" of highway works has
included Court Road / Avenue Road, but there has
never been enough money in the kitty to make any
progress. However the situation has recently
changed. Firstly planning permission has been
granted for four houses in the back gardens of Nos.
15 - 21 Court Road with a requirement that the
developer contributes towards the cost of traffic
calming. Secondly the problems being experienced at
St. Anne's school (see separate article in this
Newssheet) may result in changes which affect traffic
flow along Court Road. The Association is currenlly
formulating some suggestions which will be put to
the Borough and which hopefully will act as a catalyst
to get this scheme moving again.

Tony ford
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A Conducted Tour Of St Anne's School

Following our meeting to discuss the traffic
congestion problem, the Head Teacher of St. Anne's,

Mrs. Kathleen Barraclough, has very kindly issued an

invitation to any of our members who would like to
visit the school. Although she would naturally need to
know the numbers, in advance of a pre-arranged date,

as many as were interested would be very welcome.

This visit, which would be during normal school

hours, would consist of small groups of three or four
being given a conducted tour by the children

themselves, who are keen and proud to do this, and

would be Iollowed by a meeting with the Head for
any further explanation. lf you would like to join such

a group visit would you contact me on 01137-351210.

Shirley Conacher

The Local Plan Revisions
The saga of the Council's revisions of the 1994

Local Plan continues. The Public lnquiry is now set to
open on 16 January and is expected to last seven
weeks. We are due to appear on B March.

The Council have now added a {ifth stage to their
consultation. The first was an informal request for
suggestions in 1997, but ours were ignored. Then

came the Consultation Draft, but our proposals were
dismissed. That was followed by the Deposit Draft
and the revised Deposit Draft, but our proposals were
again dismissed, as we reported in September. The

fifth stage is called 'Proposed Further Alterations' and
it must be squeezed in before the Public lnquiry

begins.

The item which concerns us in the Village (most of
them are for Horley) is a belated addition to the Urban

Housing Design and Layout Policy (Ho 9). TheCouncil
have recently lost three appeals on housing
developments because they had failed to amend their
planning policies as required by the Government. The
requirement is that local authorities in the South East

of England must now permit and insist on much
higher housing densities, as we reported in April.

One of those appeals was for a new house to be
inserted into Garden Close (000/0195), in which the
inspector explicitly overruled the Local Plan because
of that failure (see our September NewsSheet). And
the Councilwould probably have also lost the pending

appeal on four new houses behind Court Road
(00011177181 for the same reason if they had not
reflected that discretion was the better part of valour
and granted planning permission before the appeal
was due to be heard. The Council's new addition to
Ho I is intended to enable them to 'bear in mind the
existing character of the area' when judging such
applications in the future. We shall of course support
it in the hope that it may lessen some of the appalling
effects of the present Government policy.
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lronically we had suggested an addition to that very
same policy, Ho 9, back in 1997, with much the same
hope in mind. lt would have required the amenities
provided for the occupants of new houses to be as
good as those of the neighbouring properties. We
repeated it in the subsequent stages but the Council's
Head of Local Plans took advice from the DETR which
enabled him to exclude it from the agenda for tlre
Environmental Services Committee's meeting to
consider the Deposit Draft.

ln our view that committee could have considered
our proposal if the councillors had been in full control
of their meeting, but they were overwhelmed by
Horley's flooding and housing problems (see our
September NewsSheet). So our proposal, which
would have strengthened the Council's hand in

resisting the kind of development that nobody wants,
was lost on a bureaucratic technicality.

David Rudd

CCTV for Banstead High Street
You will have read in the press and perhaps the

Borough News, that the efforts to raise funds to
install B closed circuit television cameras covering
Banstead High Street and car parks have been
successful. They will be monitored by Surrey Police

in Reigate.

Thanks are due to many residents and High Street
Traders and organisations who made donations.
Thanks are also due especially to Mr. Ron Phillips, of
Maxirne's Woolshop and PC 4258 Mike Ward, our
local Beat Officer, who loined with me in the activities
necessary to get the money to come in. We must
also not forget that Reigate & Banstead Council are
putting a significant investrnent into the scheme. I

am happy to report that contracts have now been
placed with suppliers, planning of the detailed
installation work is under way and you may expect to
see some of the work in progress early in the New
Year. lt is of course quite a complex task to get the
cameras installed in the right places, with the right
power supply, connected to frbre-optic cabling, etc. lf
all goes well, the system will be providing live
coverage, ready for use to make the High Street a
safer place by the Spring.

Chris Penfold

We are also indebted to Mike Ward for the
following "Crime advice for Banstead':

1. There has been a series of break-ins to houses in
the area. One method of entry was by forcing a door
or window at the rear of the premises using garden
tool. Another was by slipping the lock on the
communal front door of a block of flats and then
forcing the internal front door of individual flats.



Please ensure your garden shed is locked and
ensure your garden tools aren't used to enter your
property.

2. Do you leave your handbag and purse in the
shopping trolley while you select your groceries from
the supermarket shelvesT Please don't leave your
bag in the trolley! Keep it on your arm or in your
hands all the time. That way it willstill be with you at
the checkout.

3. There have been a lot of people calling at houses,
asking if any work needs doing. Don't have it done!
It is usually overpriced and not completed to a

satisfactory standard (if at all). The best policy advice
if you want work done is to ask a Iriend if they know
someone they've used. Alternatively, let your fingers
do the walking and use Yellow Pages! Hope you have
a Crime - Free New Year.

PC 4258 Mike Ward, Beat Officer Banstead.

Banstead Wildlife Field - Volunteers
Wanted

The Wildlife field is now in its fifth year, and slowly
starting to mature. lt is managed by the Countryside
Officer of the Reigate and Banstead Borough Council,
but many of the maintenance tasks are undertaken by

volunteers from the Downlands Countryside
Management Project (DCMP). The next work
programme will start towards the end of February

2001, and we are looking for local volunteers to
assist. Residents willing to help should contact the
DCMP Project Officer, Alec Baxter-Brown on

telephone number 0208 541 1282 for details. lf the
telephone is unattended, please leave your name and
telephone number on the answering machine.

Dennis Woolmer

Public Conveniences
The word is that the Council plans to demolish the

public toilet block in the car park (rear of Woolworth),
because it is subject to vandalism and it is proving
impossible to maintain an adequate standard of
cleanliness.

We understand the council plans to replace it with a

"unisex" facility, the use of which will require the
payment of 20p. We are currently seeking a more
appropriate location for this facility and endeavouring
to establish it would be readily accessible to mothers
with prams and disabled people.

Membershi p Subscriptions
lnflation has finally caught up with us! The present

subscription of f 1.00 per household was set at the
1990 Annual General Meeting, and a subsequent
AGM decided the Executive Committee should in
future determine the level needed to keep us afloat.

Comparing expenditure in 1990 with that of the year
2000 I find the cost of printing our NewsSheet has
risen by 2840/", and of hiring rooms for our comnrittee
meetings by 272n/".

It is with the greatest reluctance the Commillee
has seen the need to raise our annual membership
subscription to f 1.50p. per household as from tlre
beginning of the next financial year -1st February
2001. I hope this increase will not cause a problem
for our faithful band of Road Stewards who serve tlre
Association so well and that members will still regard
their membership as good value.

A reminder to Road Stewardsl Please may I have
the outstanding subscriptions and receipt books for
the current year by Tuesday, January 30th 2001 at the
latest so that they may be paid into the bank the
following day.

Peter McLaren

Banstead Village
Our claim to fame continues! First there was the

narcissus developed by John Goddard which you saw
growing on the Library roundabout last Spring: now
there is a new variety of pelargonium introduced by

one of our members, Mark Cory. Obtainable from the
local Vernon Geranium Nursery, it has large
flowerheads which contain several shades of pink,
and it is named "Banstead Village".

Front Gardens Appeal
May we appeal to householders to look at their

front gardens to see whether trees or shrubs located
on the boundary are over-hanging the footway and, i{
so, to cut them back please.

This represents an unnecessary hazard for people
with visual impairment, particularly in the dark.
Otherwise the council will do it and render you a bill.

Note for your diary
You may wish to note that our Annual general

meeting will be held on Thursday 24th May 2001 in

the Civic Centre at 8:00 pm.


