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On behalf of the Executive Committee may I extend

to all our members Greetings of the Season and wish
you a Happy New Year. I hope it will bring you ioy and

peace.

It has been another busy year for the Association in
which we mounted two further consultation surveys -

on wheelie bins and the High Street lnitiative. lt was
particuiarly pleasing to receive a large response from
members on both occasions, and we much\/

- appreciate your support and encouragenent. You can

be quite sure these results were carefully analysed
and evaluated, providing the Association with a truly
democratic and informed basis upon which to make
representations to the Borough Council.

We also mounted a vigorous defence of our
electoral boundaries, but, sad to say, the Local
Government Commission were totally unmoved by
our arguments in favour of the status quo. lt decided
that for reasons of "the most appropriate balance

between the statutory criteria and the need for
electoral equality" the proposal to transfer about 400
of our electors to Woodmansterne, Chipstead and

Hooley Ward would be recommended to the
Secretary of State, to take effect from the year 2000.

Your Committee has spent many evenings
deliberating over these and other complex issues and,

.--, off your behalf, may I thank them for their diligence,
persistence and vision.

Gommittee News
ln response to my appeal in the April and

September issues of the NewsSheet I am delighted
to report a number of public-spirited ladies came
forward to join the Executive Committee. We have

welcomed Mrs. Christine Ansell. (Commonfield

Road), Misses Sarah Carpenter (Harbourfield Road)

and Gillian Wooldridge (Wilmot Way) who have now
joined us.

Peter Mclaren

Threat to Library Services
You may have read reports in the local Press of the

threat to the future of our public libraries in the
Banstead area. These reports have given rise to
serious concern and, in light of this, I asked our
County Councillor, Mrs. Angela Fraser DL whether
she would like to comment. Mrs. Fraser, writing as
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Chairman of County's Community Services
Committee, has kindly provided the following
statement:

"ln September 1997 there was a Special Council
meeting when it was agreed to implement a

Fundamental Review of the County's services and
expenditure. The whole council signed up to achieving
revenue savings of f25 million over two years.

Community Services was charged with finding
savings of 12.5o/o of its budget - more than double
that required by any other Committee. fl million has

been achieved in the current financial year through
re-organisation of the services for which we are
responsible. The next financial year will be more
difficult because a further f1.2 million has to be
found. lt is inevitable that there will be some closures
but I can assure the residents of Banstead that their
library and the youth centre are safe because they are
well used. The administration of Adult Education has
now moved into the library and this has not only
provided savings, but there has been a 30o/o increase
in the take up of courses. I will, of course, do all in my
power to retain Tattenham Library, but to do so may
mean much more shared use of it by the local
population, lt is an important community asset and I
willwork hard to retain it,"

No one can dispute the value of our library service
which benefits all sections of the community,
including our children. What is not clear is whether
the County Council intends consulting the community
before reaching a decision on the nature and extent of
any cuts to be made in its services. I have written to
Mr. Jim Agnew, head of Community Services at
County Hall in Kingston seeking clarification of the
situation. Any developments affecting our library
service will be reported in the Aprill 1999 NewsSheet.

Peter Mclaren

Postscript

Mr. Agnew now confirms that "we will consult
widely in order to find out the views of the Surrey
public: The Community Services Committee will make
its decision in March in light of the response to the
consultation."
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HIGH STREET INITIATIVE -1- UPDATE ON
THE CURRENT SITUATION

There has been some further activity recently by the
"roadworks gang" to complete the final piece of the
new kerbline alterations for the High Street, namely
an additional crossing point for pedestrians adjacent
to Buff Avenue. We requested that work be
undertaken at the same time to ease the present very
tight curve around the corner as one drives from Buff
Avenue into the High Street, but at the time of writing
this we have not received confirmation that this
change will be made.

There are two major items that we have been told
will take place during January and February. The first
is some attention to the footway on the northern side
of the High Street. ln local areas, there should be
work to level off some of the worst existing dips and
bumps in the footway surface. This will be followed
by the laying of a surface coating over much of the
footway area to present a uniform appearance and
texture, similar to the work that was completed some
months ago on the southern side. We welcome this
as a significant improvement to what has been a very
poor feature of the village for too many years. As part
of the scheme, a number of the private frontages
along the High Street have been approached to try
and arrange for their own private forecourt paving to
be relaid or repaired at the same time. At present,
two of the retail outlets have agreed to have their
own areas repaved in the same material as the main
footways, whilst another three have agreed to
undertake work themselves to bring their own areas
up to scratch. We hope that the end result will be a
much better and more uniform appearance for the
High Street as a whole.

The second item is the repainting of the "yellow
lines" along the whole of the High Street. This has
two components - for areas where parking is
restricted, the conventional single and double yellow
lines will be painted. For areas where parking is
welcomed, but which are subject to a one hour
waiting limit, properly designated parking bays are
due to be marked out to replace the present
haphazard arrangement of parts with a yellow line,
parts with a white line and parts with nothing at all.
The aim is to have a much clearer and more logical
set of marking and signs for parking in the High
Street.
HIGH STREET INITIATIVE - 2 - RESUTTS OF
THE OUESTIONNAIRE

Over 300 replies were received to the questionnaire
that was included in the September issue of the
Newssheet. Thank you to all those who took the time
and trouble to respond. The results of the survey have
proved to be quite instrumental in setting the objectives
for future years for the Banstead High Street Steering
Group. The article,on pages 3 and 4 which reports on the
results of the survey and on the future plan for the High
Street, has been sent to the local newspapers and {or
publication in the Borough Times.

BANSTEAD VI LLAGE FES/DENIS' ASSOCIATION

HEALTH CARE

You may have heard about the proposed merger of
the Epsom Health Care NHS Trust with the St. Helier
NHS Trust. Although the conslltation document is
supposed to have been available for everyone,the
proposals do not seem to have received much publicity
within the community - only 17 people turned up at the
Public Meeting in Banstead. For this reason we are
providing for our members a short summary of
statements made on the subject by the project
managers.

The proposed merger which would take effect from
April 1999 is said to be in line with the Governments
White paper 'The new NHS, modern and dependable."
This "vision" includes the need for trusts to improve the
quality and efficiency of their services; to modernise
services, to make better use of resources; and to
reduce bureaucracy.

The new Trust would serve a population of 510,000,
with an overall budget of around t148 million. lt is
claimed management costs would be reduced so that
more of its income could be devoted to patient services.

The majority of services would continue to be provided
on both sites as at present; out patient clinics and day
surgery would also continue to be provided on several
sites. Only where there are felt to be clinical advantages
to patients in having one specialist centre would a

service be based on one site.

It is said savings would accrue from having one trust
board instead of the present two. Costs would be
reduced by havinga new management structure and the
new trust would also enjoy the economies of scale in
purchasing goods and services.

An enlarged trust would hope to offer increased
opportunities for education, training and career
development for staff, with slronger links with other
teaching hospitals.

Changes are also likely to be made in the way
community health services are organised. They would be
combined with primary-care services (led by GPs)
through the creation of "Primary Care Trusts". GP fund
holding as at present will be abolished. Any major
changes will be subject to public consultation.

The rumoured possible merger with St. George's Trust
is, we are told not considered appropriate. However,
links already established with St. George's will continue,
and the new trust envisages providing enhanced
undergraduate and post graduate training.

Any member wishing to read the full consultation
document can obtain a copy from either the Banstead
Clinic or the Banstead Library.

The final decision on whether to approve the merger
and grant trust status rests wrth the Secretary of State
for Health. lt remains to be seen whether the practice
matches the theory.

Tony Ford
Peter McLaren
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BANSTEAD HIGH STREET INITIATIVE : THE FUTURE PLAN

The Story So Far

The High Street lnitiative, a partnership between the Borough Council, the Chamber of
Commerce, BVRA and the Banstead Society, started in 1993. The "vision" is to improve the
appearance and working of the High Street, to assist in attracting businesses, shoppers and
visitors to the village. A Steering Group was established to determine and drive the lnitiative, and
as a first stage efforts have focused on two main objectives:
. To implement environmental improvements, such as tree planting, additlonal street furniture

and better footway paving, and;
. To provide better pedestrian access, combined with satisfactory vehicle flow and adequate

on-street parking.

ln the first five years of the lnitiative, these objectives have been largely achieved through
completion of alterations to the physical shape of the High Street. The emphasis in now moving
towards improving the way that the High Street functions as a place for business, shopping and
community activity. To help in determining the future work and priorities, the views of Banstead's
residents, and of the High Street retailers and other businesses, have been sought. A total of
approximately 2050 questionnaires were circulated, with 312 returned by the closing date
(approximately 15% response rate).

Feedback on the First Five Years of the High Street lnitiative

ln respect of the changes over the past five years, 7O-75o/o agreed with statements that the
appearance of the High Street has improved and that it is now easier and more pleasant for
walking. 1O-15o/o disagreed with this. 4o-50oh agreed that parking and driving in the High Street is
no more difficult, with 30-40% disagreeing. On the principal question of whether the High Street
is now better for shopping, etc. 49% agreed that it is, with 16% disagreeing.

A total of '115 comments were made about the changes over the past five years, of which g4
(81o/o) were adverse. Approximately 60 of these related to dissatisfaction with the traffic situation
in the High Street and adjacent roads (congestion, deliveries, constraints on vehicle movement
due to kerbline changes). These largely reiterated factors that were known about at the start of
the lnitiative and are an inherent feature of the move to swing the balance of the High Street
more towards the pedestrian.

Within the remaining 30 comments, particular concerns included.
. Confusion over who has priority at the additional crossing points (13 respondents)
. Poor or inadequate maintenance (5)

Views on Proposals for the Next Five Years

ln response to questions about potential enhancements to the High Street, 45- 55o/o agreed that
there should be more trees, more seats, better hanging baskets, improved litter collection and
improved Christmas lights, with 10-2Oo/o disagreeing. 60% of respondents agreed that there
should be better maintenance and better parking enforcement. 80% agreed that there should be
better footway surfacing and improved security.

When asked to allocate priorities to these potential enhancements, the top five were:
. lmprove security
. Better footway surfacing
. Better parking enforcement
. lmproved Christmas lights
o More trees

ti,
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A total of 189 suggestions were made for other enhancements to the High Street including:
. lmprove the mix of shops / more "big name" shops (25 respondents)
. lmprove / redevelop the former Waitrose site (17)
. High Street to be one way or pedestrianised or have lower speed limits or tratfic calming (13)

. Fewer obstructions on pavements eg. shop boards (12)

. lmprove appearance of shopfronts (9)

. Cheaper car park charges / period of free parking (9)

Additionally, 55 comments were made relating to priorities. Of these, 44 advocated increased
police presence / improved security.

The final questions related to other activities which the Steering Group should undertake or
facilitate. 7Oo/o aeteed this should include a Young Persons lnitiative. 40-5Oo/o agreed with
promotion / advertising of Banstead and running a village newsletter. Only 35% agreed with
entering the South East in Bloom competition.

A total of 74 other comments and suggestions were made - the principal ones related to:

. Stopping cyclists riding on pavements (17 respondents)

. Means of disseminating information (11)

. More community events (7)

Summary Of The Future Plan For Banstead High Street

Based on the survey results and on the Steering Group's own views on how to take the lnitiative

forward, the etforts of the Group in 1999 and for the next few years will focus on these areas:

. lmplement improvements to the footway surfacing.

. Assist in achieving an improvement in the security of the High Street, including a possible

CCTV monitoring scheme.
o Assist the efforts of the Council, police and schools to develop "Young Persons lnitiatives".
. lmplement improvements to the Christmas lights for Banstead High Street.
. Do what we can to achieve redevelopment of the former Waitrose store, whilst endeavouring

to ensure that any scheme meets the requirements of the current Local Plan for a mix of
retail, business, community and/or residential uses.

. lmplement further tree planting and other landscaping improvements.

. Do what we can to achieve a better standard of maintenance of the grassed and landscaped
areas within the High Street.

. Do what we can to achieve a better standard of enforcement of on-street parking.

. lmplement improvements in the availability of information about community events.

. Assist in promoting Banstead as a good place for shopping and business.

The Steering Group can achieve only some of these tasks by itself. Others will require close
liaison with other organisations - for example, the police, community groups and the private
sector. Funding for the work will come via the Borough Council's Town Centre Management
budget with co-funding from the private sector and from other organisations.
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PLANNING MATTERS

Good news on the Stone Lanterns front! The DoE
inspector has disrnissed the developer's appeal against
tlre Council's refusal (which we reported in Seplember)
of his application to pull down this old house riext to the
500-year old Well Farm and put up two five-bedroom
houses on the site

This was the developer's fourth application and third
appeal over a period ol nearly two years. He can still
challenge the decision in the courts and/or make a fifth
application, but we doubt if either course, would give
him any realistic roorn for manoeuvre. He has allowed
Stone Lanterns to become dilapidated and heaps of
rubble, bricks, cables, pipes, etc., have been dumped in
the front garden, which will have reduced the market
value of the property, but we see no reason why it
should not now be restored lo its former condition as a
pleasant family home.

This dismissal will help to dispel the persistent myth
that, if the Council refuses a planning application against
tlre recomendation of its officers, the DoE will almost
certainly grant the application on appeal and the Council
may even have to pay the appellant's costs. Appellants
do not have to contribute to the Council's costs of an
appeal, even if it is dismissed, which of course, causes
appeals to proliferate, but appellants do have to finance
their own costs, including tlre costs of delays, so we
hope this case will reinforce the Council's determination
in future to refuse applications which do not comply with
the Local Plan. Every dismissed appeal must discourage
developers from persisting with plans which undermine
the amenities and qualily of life of local residents.

ln the national scene, local groups of residents are
apparently becoming ever more powerful voices in
debates about what should and should not be built.
Councillors across the country are reportedly rejecting
planning applications for fear of losing votes. We should
always deprecate any tendency for planning to become a
party-political issue, but local plans have been made
deliberately'flexible' to enable councils to interpret them
in tlre light of circurnstances from time to time. We
therefore encourage our members to make their views
known 1o lhe officers at the Town Hall and to their
councillors whenever they feel a concern about the
ef f ects of a proposed development in their
neighbourhood.

Turning to the new Civic Centre which is to be built as
an extenlion of the existing Day Centre building in The
Horseshoe, we understand the contract has been let and
that the work should be finished in September 1999.
Access for the lorries to the back of the new building will
be through the public car park opposite the Library. That
will lose four parking spaces in tlre car park but gain
eight spaces behind the revised Day Centre.

We owe an apology to Mark Stanley, a member who
lives in Wilrnot Way. We misread a drawing in his
planning application to extend his house, and so we put
in an invalid objectiorr. We ol course withdrew it when
he poinled out our error and permission for his extension
has been granted. (lt appears that the professional
planning officer told Mr. Stanley of our objection without
perceiving that it was invalid, but that is anolher
queslion.)
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ln that connection, we may remind members that
we cannot undertake to consult them about their
planning applications or objections unless they
approach us. The numbers are simply too large.

ln 1997 we looked at 103 applications and after
consideration in our planning group, obiected to or
commented on 15 of than. This year the rate has been
about the same but of course the applications do nol
arrive at a nice steady two a week. They turn up in
floods of half a dozen or more at a time and we cannot
always look at them immediately (we also take holidays).
Moreover not many members want to consult us and a
substantial number are ex-directory so we cannot phone
them.

lf you are making an application or have obyections to
one in your neighbourhood, consult us by all means if
you think we can help. But in the case of an oblectron it
is important also to write in your own words directly to
the Director of Environmental Services (as he is now
called) at the Town Hall, Reigate , and get your friends to
do likewise. There is no need to post the letters. Just
hand in the addressed envelopes at the Help Shop rn
The Horseshoe and ask for them to go by the internal
mail. The more separate objections arrive at the Town
Hall, the more they are likely to af{ect the decision

David Rudd

I'UHEELIE BINS

Ouestions have been raised as to the ownership of
and responsibility for our wheelie bins. The following is a
clarification of the position according to the Council:-

The bin is the property and responsibility of the
householder. Householders who move house may take
their bin with them if they wish, or leave it for the new
occupant. lf the bin is not left, the new householder is
obliged by law to provide one and this can be purchased
from the Council, or from elsewhere so long as it was of
the correcl specification. Occupiers of properties built
since the introduction of the scheme are advised of the
type of bin to be provided, and that it can be purchased
from the Council. The Council will not accept liability for
damage or loss unless clearly caused by their
employees. ln other circumstances lhe risk would
normally be covered under the householder's insurance
policy. The fact that the bins were in most cases
provided free of charge does not alter the position stated
above. Current charges for bins from the Council are:-
Standard size (1401) - t17.50; Larger size (2401) -
f25.00; Recycling box - f3.25, Delivery charge -
t10.00 for any of the above, or they can be collected
personally at the Council Depot on the A23 at
Earlswood.

Shirley Connacher
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Books on Banstead
The Banstead Historical Research Group has

produced two publications which may be of interest
to our members."Banstead Then and Now' first
pubished in 1987, which has been re-printed and
updated, tells the story of the changing scene of
Village life, and contains historical text, illustrations
and pictures: Price f8.50. The second, priced f2.50,
is "Beechholme - the School on Banstead's Breezy
Downs." Situated off Fir Tree Road, the book traces
the history of the school from 1880 when it opened
until it finally closed in 1974. After demolition it was
replaced by the High Beeches housing estate. Both
books are available at the lbis Bookshop in the High
Street or at Banstead Library.

Last Call for Memb ions
ln our our September NewsSheet we asked Road

Stewards to return their Membership subscriptions by
November 3Oth. There are still a number outstanding
and, since the financial year ends on January 31st 1999,
could I please ask that these be returned to the Hon.
Treasurer no later than Thursday January 28th, to enable
monies to be banked in time. May I extend my thanks
to our B1 Road Sterwards for their invaluable help - we
still hope to reach our target of 2,000 households before
the Millenium, so any additional members will be most
welcome.

BAN STEAD VI LLAG E RES/DENIS' AS SO C IAT I O N

Gardener's Delight
Now for an item in a lighter vein - one to gladden the

hearts of keen gardeners !

The Banstead Horticultural Society has kindly drawn
our attention to two plantings it has donated of a variety
of narcissus called "Banstead Village." You can find them
in the Churchyard and in the grounds of the Community
Centre in Park Road. Pale yellow with a deeper yellow
corona in colour, they have won prizes at RHS shows in
thrs country and in the USA.

For the nurturing of this variety we have to thank
Mr. John Goddard of Garrard Road (Tel: 353843) who
will be pleased to give our gardening members further
information.BVRA plans to make a planting of these
narcissi in the roundabout at the west end of the village
during the autumn of 1999.

Date for your Diary
The Association's AnnualGeneral Meeting will be held

on Wednesday, May 12th 1999. For the first time it will
be held at the Civic Centre (presently known as the Day
Centre) in The Horseshoe You will, of course, receive
our usual invitation in Aprill.


